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experience of twenty years has convinced me that the know-
ledge of such details is the key to many others, and that it is
always wanting in histories, often in memoirs the most interest-
ing and instructive, but which would he much more so if they
had not neglected this chapter, regarded by those who do not
know its price, as a bagatelle unworthy of entering into a serious
recital. Nevertheless, I am quite certain, that there is not a
minister of state, a favourite, or a single person of whatever
rank, initiated by his office into the domestic life of sovereigns,
who will not echo my sentiments.
And now let me give a more distinct account of the King of
Spain than I have yet written.
Philip V. was not gifted with superior understanding or with
any stock of what is called imagination. He was cold, silent,
sad, sober, fond of no pleasure except the chase, fearing society,
fearing himself, unexpansive, a recluse by taste and habits,
rarely touched by others, of good sense nevertheless, and up-
right, with a tolerably good knowledge of things, obstinate
when he liked, and often then not to be moved; nevertheless,
easy at other times to govern and influence.
He was cold. In his campaigns he allowed himself to be led
into any position, even under a brisk fire, without budging in
the slightest; nay, amusing himself by seeing whether anybody
was afraid. Secured and removed from danger he was the
same, without thinking that his glory could suffer by it. He
liked to make war, but was indifferent whether he went there
or not; and present or absent, left everything to the generals
without doing anything himself.
He was extremely vain; could bear no opposition in any of
his enterprises; and what made me judge he liked praise, was
that the Queen invariably praised him—even his face; and
asked me one day, at the end of an audience which had led us
into conversation, if I did not think him very handsome, and
more so than any one I knew ? His piety was only custom,—
scruples, fears, little observances, without knowing anything of
religion • the Pope a divinity when not opposed to him; in fact

